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Trpping the resources of CHT
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- YISTORICAILY Chit-
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discriminated. Discrimination
among men takes place in
practice though it is not
exp€cted. Discrimination pre-
vails benveen castes, religions,
classes, region and series. Peo-
ple suffer from discrimination.
Discrimination puts negative
irnpact on e<iucation, profes-
sion, econonry and wa1 of liie
and living. tu a result peoirlc

1 ofthe discriminated region fail
to improve their lot which ulti-
nlately affects the develop-
melrt of the countr),- In
Bangladesh, ChittagonS Hill
'Iracts (CHT) is a practical
cxample of regiona.l discrimi-
nation. People of this region
are being affected becausc of
mal-treatment towards tlenr.

Chittagong Hill Tract
(CHD is a region for a sntall
community of people. The
geographical arca of Chit-
tagong Till Trdcls (CFrD is rel-
atively large compared to oth'
er areas in Bangladesh. This
region abounds with natural
resourc€s. For example, hilly
places like Khagrachhari
abound with oil, gas and min-
eral resources. Mct of our for-
est r€sources lie in CHT. As a

tourism center the position of
Chittagong }Irll Tracts. (CFI)

is the third after Cox's Bazar
and Sunderbans. There are a
number of rivers witl strong
current and highways here.
Even ifthere aresuffcient nat-
ural resources including
tourisrn, forest and mmmuni-
cation facilities, hill tract has
been deprivcd of developnrent
because of regional discrirni-
nation.

Becallse ol thc deprili\tion
in ChittlAong Hill l rircts
(CHI). tle rvhole countrl is
atfectcd. CHT is the cornposi-
tion ofthe hil\ districrs urnre-
l., Khagrachhari, Rangamati
i\nd Ban(lcrban. To the North
of CH1'lies lieeprrra of Ildia,
to the t'last Nlizor:arn, on the
\\rcst Chittitgolg. TIte total
area of this part is r3,r8.1
sqrtale kilonreters, which is
about 9% of the total area of
Bangladesh. According to
Census of r99r, the population
of this arca was r.o42 million
or ro lacs and 42 thousand,
which is o.74% ofthe popula-
tion in Bangladesh. ln
Bafigladesh 953 people lile in
every square kilometre where-
as in CHT the figure is only
79.04. The people ofCHT are
Mongolian by ract. Mongo-
liaru may be divided into sev-
eral tribes; such as Chalma,
Tipra, Mumng, Mag etc His-
torically CHTused to be a part

of Bengal. Then it became a
part of Arakan, then Treepura
and then again under Arakan
kingdom. It was under
Mughal regime from 1666 to
1760. Cfm was govemed by
the East India Company from
1760 to 1860. Since 1947 it
beome a part of Pakistan and
after Liberation of Bangladesh
in 1971 as a part ofChittagong
has been naureci as Chittagong
l'{ill'fracts (CHT).

It has already been said the
physica) intrastructure of CHI'
is a wide spread hil)y land-
scape which is high and lorv.
Because ollimited plain,this is
not suitable for cultivation.
But it is afforested naturdlly.
On both sidcs of the hills and
on slopes pu.rple gmw rice,
cotton, oilseeds, tea, banara,
pineapple etc, which is named
as 'joom'. The hilly people
make clothes, wooden mats
and baskets as profession.
Wooden goods ofthis area are
familiar to us as Burmese
clothes. It has a.lready been
mentioned that CFm covers
9% of the total area of
Bangladesh, 1rt less than r%
of total people in Bangladesh
lile in CIIT. It cannot be said
&at nahrral resources are less
here in considehtion of area
and population Usially there
is pndability of exi$ence of

gas, oil and fuel in hilly areas.
In 1969 National Ol Oompany
of PakGtan discovered Simu-
larg gas andoil field in CHT.
Among other mineral
resourres in this area common
ones are sand, stone and coal.
The rivers that flow across
CHT are Kamaphuly, Sangu
and Matrm hrlri- Tlere is
gleat prospcd of setting up
inclustries &rt)r snrall and big
on both the bark of these
rivers if gas. clectrici!* and
regional <ecrrrih' ue ensured.
Slnce Clll' is frce frorn
drought and desertation, it is
suitable for ind ust rialis.ltion,
which is unlike other areas.
Chandraglurna t'aper trlilt was
sct-up bcc"usu ol hr.qh current 

.

river path, eltttricity, bamb,ru,
wood, cane and other ele-
mcnts at cheaper price.
Thoitgh artificially, a hydro-
power station was set up on
Kaptai lrke with financial
support of America. Through
it we arc benefited in hvo ways
-flood control and hydro-elec-
tric facility at cheap pric€. This
electricity is traflsmitted
thmugh National Crid to dif-
ferent parts of the country.
Besides, growing fishery we
can fir.lfill the,loca.l rcquire-
mert as well ai eam foreign
cunency by orporting fish. lts
there is hcility both land and

river in CIIT small industries
can be set up,.fisheries can
grow and dairy farms can be
established for the develop
ment of the concemed area.
Timber can be sirpplied to dif-
ferent parts of the ceuntry for
fumiture and housing by
growing Teakchambul,
Gozary, Segun and Canes.
Erpenditure in housing can
also be reduced by Oris rvay.

Even if the people in hilly
areas are more industrious
than those in plains, the pro-
dudivity is low here because of
lorv investment.The mdn rea-
son for low investment is lack
ofsecurity. Because of region-
al discrimination these people
rre deprived ol cducation arrd
btler 6jsic riglrls. this depri-
vation has made them rebel-
lious. The previous govem-
ments spent a lot ofmoney in
removing rebellion but they
have not spend tlre required
amount of money for the
devdopment of the concemed
areas.

What we need now is to
tum the prospeds of CFIT into
productive one. For this more
sbeets aod riverways should
be made as inftastrudural
development. Dredging of
important dv€rs is ess€ntisl so
tbat riYer transportation could
be pcsible. At the same timb

natural resources should bc
utilised throud a forestatid,
The locat peop-le and Ore uibd
people should be laught B€rr.
gali, English, 0omputer ard
Technolory in order to maltr
thcm oroductive. This can bc
done 6y setting up small and
big industries and ex?ansiqr
oieducation in both gove F
ment and private scttors.

The hilly people are as mer.
itorious as other Mongoliary
ofAsia. The serse of dirrimi
nation from &e tribal people
should be removed by utilisirg
their merit and at the sanr.
time providing them with edu- .

cation. iobs. bwiness and o0l
er far rlities. The hilh peoph
uill be able to remove insecl-

;in when they will have finn
beLel that UH I Is an lnsepala
ble part of Bangladesh and
lhPv will devote thernsel'/es b
ddelooment aaivities. And
that tle investors will be
insDired to utilise thc
ormrrecs in this area whtl
ihey'6nd the place peacefia'
Theo CHT will be enridred b
industrialisation and thc
whole country will prcper.
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